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The Oregon Chemical Demilitarization 
Citizens’ Advisory Commission
Public involvement is key to the U.S. Army 
Chemical Materials Agency’s (CMA) successful 
chemical weapons storage and disposal efforts. 
CMA encourages citizens in communities 
where chemical weapons stockpiles exist to 
become informed about and involved in 
the safe storage and disposal of the chemical 
weapons, and to provide input and feedback 
to the program’s decision-making process. 
Citizen’s Advisory Commissions (CACs) 
provide a vital public involvement link between 
state agencies, the community and the Army.

The Chemical Demilitarization CACs were 
created as part of the National Defense 
Authorization Act in 1993 for states in 
which low-volume chemical weapons 
stockpiles existed, Indiana, Kentucky 
and Maryland. Commissions were later 
established in the other states that maintain 
chemical weapons stockpiles: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Oregon and Utah. 

Oregon’s governor created the Umatilla 
Chemical Demilitarization Citizen’s 
Advisory Commission in 1994 to give 
citizens an independent voice on matters 
relating to chemical weapons storage, 
disposal and emergency preparedness. 

Oregon Citizen’s Advisory Commission 
meetings are open to the public and begin 
at 7 p.m. the third Thursday of each month 
at Good Shepherd Medical Center in 
Hermiston. Typically, the meetings include 
updates from Umatilla Chemical Depot, 
Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility 
and emergency preparedness managers. 

To be placed on the commission’s mailing list 
for meeting notices, call (541) 564-9309 or 
email Laura Henry at oregoncac@gmail.com.

Oregon CAC Members

Kathryn O’Meara-Shaw 
103 West Laird • Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-0331

Jeffrey Wenholz (Chair)
74597 Depot Lane • Irrigon, OR 97844

541-922-3156

John Wenholz
74597 Depot Lane • Irrigon, OR 97844

541-922-3156

Donna Raines
27502 S 2161 PRSE • Kennewick, WA 99337

509-948-9995

Robert Severson
180 NE 2nd Street • Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-9753

Ray Grace (Vice Chair)
PO Box 222 • Heppner, OR 97836

541-676-9651

Steve Potts
Acting Chemical Demilitarization Program Administrator

Department of Environmental Quality
256 East Hurlburt Avenue • Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-8297 x 22

Chris Brown
State CSEPP Manager

125 SE 1st Street • Pendleton, OR 97801
541-966-9640

Laura Henry
CAC Clerical Staff Support

PO Box 1797 • Richland, WA 99352
509-628-1471


